Patients who were resident in the City of Cardiff when newly diagnosed with Crohn's disease were identified from a diagnostic computer index and from personal records belonging to clinicians, radiologists, and pathologists. Patients 
Discrepancy in results from three guaiacum resin tests
The guaiacum resin test has been claimed to be an effective method of detecting occult blood loss due to asymptomatic cancer and precancerous lesions of the colon and rectum.' Numerous proprietary versions of this test are readily available: the effectiveness of these products has been investigated, and the variation in results is by no means negligible.2 In the present study we compared the results obtained with three proprietary preparations for detecting occult blood in the faeces.
Patients, methods, and results
We studied 75 patients in hospital who had presented with symptoms suggestive of colorectal disease. The entire colon of each patient was examined by rectocolonoscopy.
The study compared the results obtained with HemoFEC, Haemoccult II, and Fecatest in patients maintained on a normal diet. The three tests were performed on the same stool sample before endoscopy and were interpreted blind within 12 hours, always by the same physician. Positive test results were considered to be falsely positive when no colorectal lesion was found on endoscopy.
The 
